
  
 

  

Update on White's Ferry 
 

 

  

Dear Catoctin Residents, 
 
As I look back on August, I'm grateful for the good memories I built with my family. 
Whitney and I spent plenty of indoor and outdoor time with our kids, caught a Chris 
Stapleton concert, and celebrated our tenth anniversary. I hope your summer also went 
well, and that you were able to enjoy some time outdoors in our beautiful county. 
 
I also learned that this August was the 264th anniversary of Loudoun getting its first 
county surveyor. Our first surveyor, George West, was duly sworn in and recognized back 
on August 9, 1757. I found the account in Chapter Nine of Legends of Loudoun: an 
account of the history and homes of a border county of Virginiaôs Northern Neck, by 
Harrison Williams (copyright 1938, published as e-book 2011). 
 
Chapter 9 covered a number of interesting Loudoun and Leesburg topics. It spent an 
obligatory few paragraphs talking about the disastrous Lord Loudoun. Then it went on to 
mention some other firsts for Loudoun County: 
 

¶ First County Clerk: Our first county clerk was Charles Binns, who served 
in that role from 1757ï1796. He was then succeeded by his own son, 
Charles Binns, Jr., who served from 1796ï1837. (That is a lot of Charles 
Binns.) 

 
¶ First Sheriff: Our first sheriff was Aeneas Campbell, who actually became 

sheriff when Loudoun was still part of Fairfax County. He also built 
Loudounôs first courthouse, and was an original trustee of Leesburg when 
the town was established. 

 
¶ First Attorneys: Finally, the first attorneys who qualified to practice law 

before the Loudoun Court were Hugh West, Benjamin Sebastian, William 
Elzey, and James Keith. 

 
As a fellow attorney, I think that last item is an event worth celebrating! (Your mileage may 
vary.) 
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This month has also had important developments for County business. I have an update 
for you on the latest status of White's Ferry. In addition, I've included updates on 
Lovettsville's new municipal complex, two separate monopole projects, and lane closures 
along part of Route 15. You can read my articles on those items and more below.  
 
Also, save the date for next Thursday, September 9, from 6:30ï8:30 PM, when 
Community Wireless Structures (CWS) will hold a community open house event for its 
telecommunications monopole project in Lovettsville! I've included a short article on that 
event as well.  
 
Please keep sending us your thoughts. We will be posting regular updates for the Catoctin 
District on my Facebook page, and will be adding more information and resources to my 
webpage. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Caleb Kershner 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

If I tried to put all the interesting news from the Catoctin District into one monthly email, 
you'd be scrolling the rest of the month before you hit the bottom. 
 
Which is why I also have a Facebook page. 
 
So stay tuned to these newsletters for the big-picture news from the Catoctin District. But 
for the other day-to-day stories and updates, drop by my Facebook page and give it a like. 
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Go to Facebook  

  

 

 

  

CURRENT EVENTS 
 

 

  

  

Image Credit: Photo of White's Ferry detour sign / Stacy Carey 
 

The Latest News on White's Ferry 
 

On August 18, I was invited to speak at a public Q&A meeting about Whiteôs Ferry. This 
meeting was held at the Town Hall in Poolesville, MD, and included residents from both 
Loudoun County and Montgomery County. A full video recording of the event is available 
on the Poolesville Town Hall's YouTube channel, and WUSA 9 published an article that 
did a good job of summarizing the meeting.  
 
Speaking as the Supervisor for the Catoctin District, this issue is squarely in my 
wheelhouse. The Virginia landing location for the ferry at Rockland is right here in our 
district. More than that, White's Ferry is a vital regional transport connection for Maryland 
and Virginia residents alike. It has been vital to the daily lives of people in Loudoun County 
and in Montgomery County. 
 
All of that was thrown into turmoil when the ferry shut down its service on December 28, 
2020. The loss of ferry service has created pain and problems that have rippled through 
our communities and economies on both sides of the river. It was a serious problem from 
the start, and it hasn't become any less painful or less urgent.  
 
The loss of ferry service has also spilled over into our ongoing issues with Route 15. We 
don't have many regional road connections between Maryland and Virginia in this corridor. 
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Losing access to White's Ferry has forced its 600 to 800 daily commuters to use the other 
connections, which mostly means Route 15. That's hard on the commuters. But it's also 
putting extra pressure onto an already overstrained road. Route 15 was designed to carry 
12,000 cars per day. On a typical weekday, the Loudoun side sees 26,000 to 27,000 cars, 
while 21,000 cars travel the Maryland side. 

 

 

  

  

Image Credit: Screenshot from the livestreamed White's Ferry meeting on August 18 / Town of Poolesville, MD  
 

 

  

It's clear that White's Ferry has to be brought back into service. We urgently need it. So 
what's to be done? 
 
The short answer is that the private parties involved need to come to an agreement. 
White's Ferry is privately owned. Rockland Farm, which holds the ferry's Virginia landing 
site and access road, is also privately owned. These two sets of owners need to strike a 
reasonable bargain with each other that lets the ferry resume its services. That is the right 
and best solution to this situation. 
 
The Loudoun County government should not directly intervene in a situation like this 
except as a last resort. We can work with the parties to help them reach an agreement, 
which is something Chair Randall and I have both been doing for many months. We can 
study options and opportunities. But if Loudoun steps in and exercise its power of eminent 
domain, that will create its own problems that will ripple through our communities and 
economies. That's why it is a last resort. 
 
Finally, this situation has underlined the importance of transportation connections between 
Virginia and Maryland. Losing a single ferry has caused major pain for Loudoun County 
and Montgomery County alike. I would be remiss if I didn't point out that we could - and 
should - build another bridge crossing between our two states. That's something that we'll 
need even after the ferry situation is resolved, and even after our long-awaited widening 
project improves Route 15's traffic capacity. If our jurisdictions are serious about reducing 
congestion and providing solid, commonsense solutions for our residents, it's high time 
that we started having this discussion. 
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Image Credit: Map of wireless coverage near Lovettsville / CWS  
 

Community Open House Event for CWS's 
Telecom Monopole Project in Lovettsville 

Thursday, September 9, from 6:30ï8:30 PM 
 

Community Wireless Structures (CWS) is holding a community open house event on 
Thursday, September 9, from 6:30ï8:30 PM, where they will talk about the 160-foot 
telecommunications monopole that they plan to build at 13620 Berlin Turnpike in 
Lovettsville. The goal of this new monopole is to bring reliable, high-speed mobile wireless 
cell and mobile broadband service to this part of Loudoun County. 
 

¶ WHEN: Thursday, September 9, from 6:30 ï 8:30 
PM  

¶ WHERE: The Lovettsville Community Center, 57 E 
Broad Way, Lovettsville, VA / Room 5  

 
This is a drop-in event. CWS representatives will be on hand to give you an overview of 
their application and to answer your questions. If youôd like to ask questions ahead of 
time, or think of exactly the right question five minutes after you leave, you can send them 
to Hope McCreary at hope.mccreary3@gmail.com. 
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Image Credit: Cover Photo for the 2021 Loudoun County Fair / Loudoun County Fair  
 

Thanks Again to the Loudoun Fair 
(Plus an Important Correction!) 

 

I hope you enjoyed our July newsletter, and especially our feature article on the Loudoun 
County Fair. This year's Fair was a huge success and drew a record number of attendees. 
I hope everyone enjoyed the week of good old-fashioned fun, and I want to give a big 
thank you to everyone who helped make this special Loudoun event possible.  
 
There was an error in our article, however, and I wanted to correct it. 
 
In the article, I wrote, ñWe are so lucky to have people like Arlee Harris and everyone else 
who pitches in to run Loudoun 4-H.ò Now, we certainly are lucky to have everyone I listed 
in that sentence ï but this misstates how the Fair and the 4-H program are organized, and 
who runs what.  
 
Hereôs how it actually works: 
 

¶ The Loudoun County Fair is run by Loudoun Fair & Associates, Inc. 
(LFA). LFA is a 501 (c)3 non-profit that supports youth development, with 
an emphasis on agricultural education. Arlée Harris the Fair Superintendent, 
and she works with her volunteer committee to organize and run the annual 
Fair.  
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¶ The Virginia 4-H program is entirely independent of the Fair. It is not 
run by the Fair, or by LFA, or by Arlée. Rather, it is operated by the Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, in partnership with Virginia Tech and Virginia State 
University, which are Virginiaôs two land grant universities.  

 
¶ What we often call ñLoudoun County 4-Hò is a Local Extension Office 

of the Virginia Cooperative Extension. This local office helps connect 
Loudoun with the Virginia Cooperative Extensionôs services and programs, 
including their 4-H program. Loudoun Countyôs 4-H Extension Agent is 
Carly Wright, and the 4-H Program Technician is Kim Monroe.  

 
¶ While the Fair is run by LFA, it is also a major venue for the 4-H 

program. This is why the Fair is often talked about as an annual fundraiser 
for Loudoun 4-H. Each year at the Fair, LFA hosts Loudounôs annual 4-H 
livestock shows, and provides a livestock auction for 4-H youth members to 
sell their project animals.  

 
Thanks again to everyone on this list for all the hard work you do! 

 

 

  

  

  

  

Image Credit: Photo of Wheatland Spring Farm + Brewery's Found Artifacts (Pilsner) / Wheatland Spring Farm + Brewery  
 

Loudoun Breweries Win Awards At Virginia Craft 
Beer Competition 
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Loudoun breweries won awards and made a strong showing at the Virginia Craft Brewers 
Guildôs 2021 Virginia Craft Beer Cup. This is the largest statewide competition of its kind in 
the US. And turnout this year was fierce, with 95 independent craft breweries sending 283 
beers into the fray. These top-notch beers were then judged over a three-day period at 
Old Ox Brewery in Ashburn. (Am I envious of the judges? Maybe. Just a little.) 
 
The head judge, Charlie Harr, was highly impressed by this yearôs selection of beers. 
ñThis yearôs competition was phenomenal,ò he said. ñEach brewery clearly exemplified 
their passion and their skills in the great beers put forward.ò 
 
In that highly competitive environment, Loudounôs breweries more than held their own. 
Dynasty Brewing Company took first place for the Stout category with its 838 Stout, which 
then went on to win third place for Best in Show. Loudoun breweries managed to snag all 
three awards for Pale Ale, courtesy of Lost Barrel Brewing, Wheatland Spring Farm + 
Brewery, and Old Ox Brewery. They also took two of the three awards each for Pilsner 
(Wheatland Spring Farm + Brewery and Rocket Frog Brewing Company), Porter (Old Ox 
Brewery and Black Hoof Brewing Company), and Stout (Dynasty Brewing Company, 
Sweetwater Tavern). 
 
Hereôs a more complete list of Loudoun breweries who placed in the competition, and 
which of their beers landed what awards. (If I missed anyone, please write back and let 
me know!) 
 

¶ Bear Chase Brewing Companyôs Kodiak Kolsch took second place for 
Kolsch. 

¶ Beltway Brewing Companyôs Art in Execution took second place for Strong 
Ale. 

¶ Black Hoof Brewing Companyôs Duck Blind Baltic Porter took first place for 
Porter. 

¶ Dirt Farm Brewing's Fluster Cluck took second place for Fruit. 
¶ Dynasty Brewing Companyôs 838 Stout took first place for Stout and took 

third place for Best in Show. 
¶ Old Ox Breweryôs Black Ox took third place for Porter. 
¶ Rocket Frog Brewing Companyôs Zaba took third place for Pilsner. 
¶ Sweetwater Tavernôs Great American Restaurants Pale Ale took first place 

for Amber Ale, their Sidewinder Bock took first place for Bock, and their 
High Desert Imperial Stout took third place for Stout. 

¶ Wheatland Spring Farm + Breweryôs Westerly took second place for Pale 
Ale, and its Found Artifacts took second place for Pilsner. 
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Image Credit: Photo of Caleb Kershner (me!) with Sam Finz (right) / Trimmed from original 
 

Lovettsville Names Its New Municipal Complex 
After Sam Finz 

 

On August 4, the Town of Lovettsville named their new Municipal Complex after Sam 
Finz, who has served the town for sixteen years and is currently their interim Town 
Manager. They revealed the new sign for the Samuel A. Finz Municipal Complex and 
presented a proclamation to Sam, as well as giving certificates to local civic organizations 
who supported the complexôs flagpole and landscaping. 
 
As you can see, I got the chance to congratulate Sam myself. He is a remarkable 
gentleman. In his time with Lovettsville he has worn many hats. At various times he has 
been their their planning director, their town manager, and now ï for the fourth time ï heôs 
serving as their interim town manager, where he led the effort to find a permanent town 
manager to take over when he retires in October. 
 
Congratulations again, Sam! 
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Loudoun Times-Mirror Op-Ed: Loudoun Is 
Making Real Progress on Broadband 

 

Image Credit: Stock photo of laptop / Pixabay  
 

This month, the Loudoun Times-Mirror published my op-ed on Loudoun's broadband 
situation. We're definitely not out of the woods yet, nor even close to it. But we are finally 
making improvements that residents and previous Boards paved the way for. We are 
proving that real progress on broadband access is possible here in Loudoun. 
 
Click the button to read the full op-ed. 

 

 

  

Read the Full Op-Ed 
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Image Credit: Photo of John Beatty, School Board Member for the Catoctin District / LCPS  
 

August Update from John Beatty, Catoctin's 
School Board Rep 

 

Welcome back to school! Itôs hopefully been an exciting summer for everyone. We all 
know school will be in person, and Iôm very grateful weôre back. However, as your Catoctin 
school board representative, I want to hear from you: are we still providing a great 
education to our students? 
 
In this in-person learning environment, there will likely be some changes to the education 
of our kids. Itôs also possible that some aspects of our childrenôs education will suffer. It 
helps to know how our students are learning. I can then give proper guidance to the rest of 
the board about what is great, and what might need improvement. 
 
I know every teacher and administrator is working very hard now that school is back and 
weôve hit the ground running. 
 
LCPS is entrusted to provide a proper education, and with your help, we can keep what is 
working and fix what needs fixing. 
 
Please send me your first day of learning stories. I canôt wait to hear from you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
John Beatty 
John.Beatty@lcps.org 
Website 
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Image Credit: "Your Tax Dollar at Work" budget graphic / Loudoun County Government  
 

Loudoun Facing a $60 Million Tax Shortfall from 
Data Centers (But We Have Solutions) 

 

Loudounôs data center tax revenue has come in about $60 million lower than weôd 
predicted. The direct cause was a lower-than-forecasted assessed value of computer 
equipment in the data centers ï $10.1 billion instead of $11.2 billion. This year, data 
center operators deferred replacing their older equipment and took longer to install 
equipment in their new data centers. Since existing equipment depreciates very quickly for 
tax purposes, that was enough to cause a shortfall in our tax revenues. 
 
This shortfall is a bit less than 3% of Loudoun Countyôs General Fund revenues. And the 
encouraging news is that we already have solutions, which Assistant Director of Budget 
and Finance Caleb Weitz walked us through at our July FGOEDC meeting. At this point, it 
looks like we can fill the hole by selling some additional county bonds and with upside 
potential from other tax revenue sources. Loudoun estimates future tax revenues very 
conservatively, so the actual revenues usually come in above our estimates; while that 
didnôt happen for data center taxes this year, it will likely be true for other tax sources. 
 
The remaining question, of course, is whether this was a one-time shortfall, or whether we 
can expect data center revenues to trend lower from now on. It will take time to answer 
that. Caleb expects that weôll need to see the TY 2022 revenues, and possibly even the 
TY 2023 revenues, before weôll be able to clear out the COVID-19 noise and see if there 
are long-term changes in the data center industry. 
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Lane Closings on Route 15 Through October 
 

From now through the end of October, Loudoun County will be periodically closing one 
lane along Route 15 between Battlefield Parkway and Montresor Road. When driving in 
this area, youôll see road signs that will let you know which lane is closed that day. 
 
The county is doing this in order to conduct soil testing on this segment of Route 15. That 
testing will help us move forward on the capital project to widen Route 15 to four lanes. 
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Image Credit: Flyer for the Native Plant Sale / Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy (trimmed from original) 
 

Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy's Native Plant 
Sale - September 11, 9 AM - 3 PM  

 

The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy is holding their next semi-annual Native Plant Sale on 
Saturday, September 11, from 9:00 AMï3:00 PM. They will have thousands of native 
flowers, shrubs, trees, vines, and ferns for you to choose from, and nursery owners and 
other knowledgeable volunteers will be on hand to help you pick the right plants for your 
garden. 
 

¶ When: Saturday, September 11, 9:00 AMï3:00 PM 
¶ Where: Morven Park, 17195 Southern Planter Lane, Leesburg, VA 

 

 

  

Learn More 
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Northern Virginia Hazard Mitigation Survey 
 

Loudoun has pitched in to update the 2017 Northern Virginia Hazard Mitigation Plan. This 
is a regional plan that identifies local policies and actions that can cut the risk of (and 
guard against losses from) floods, storms, wildfires, winter weather, and other hazards. 
 
Updating this plan helps Loudoun comply with federal planning regulations, which require 
local governments to have a plan like this in order to receive certain non-emergency 
disaster assistance - such as additional funding to implement hazard mitigation projects. 
In this case, updating the plan means we get more resources to carry out the plan. 
 
With that in mind, would you please take the Northern Virginia Hazard Mitigation Survey? 
It asks you what kinds of hazards you've personally experienced and/or are most 
concerned about, and what kinds of local responses you think do the best job of protecting 
the community from these hazards. 
 
You can find a link to the survey on the Loudoun County Department of Emergency 
Management's Hazards page. I've also included a clickable button below that will take you 
straight to the survey itself. 

 

Take the Survey 

  

 

  

  

AT&T's Short Hill Monopole Application Slated 
for September 14 Public Hearing 
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As I mentioned last month, AT&T has applied to build a 125-foot telecommunications 
monopole on Short Hill Mountain. Their application includes a Commission Permit, a 
Special Exception, and a Minor Special Exception. This application has now been 
tentatively put onto the agenda for the Board's Public Hearing on September 14. 

 

  

  

  

Image Credit: Photo of the Morven Park grounds, morvenpark.org / Trimmed from the original  
 

Morven Park Events - August 2021 
 

Morven Park is a 1,000 acre historic estate in Leesburg that's operated by the nonprofit 
Westmoreland Davis Memorial Foundation. The park includes an equestrian center, 
sports fields, hiking trails, boxwood gardens, and the Davis Mansion. 
 
Here is a list of their upcoming events: 
 
 
 

Last Show of the Morven Park Summer Hunter Show 
Series 2021 

This is the final show in this series, and will be held in the new outdoor arenas with 
Attwood Eurotek footing. Each show features a 2ô 6ò and 3ô hunter derby, as well as a 2ô 
hunter derby limited to junior and amateurs. To provide photography for this show, Morven 
Park has partnered with Erin Gilmore of Erin Gilmore Photography. 
 
The top twelve horses or ponies from the series have been invited back to compete in the 
Derby Finals at this final show of the season. Championship awards and prizes will be 
presented to the winners for every division. 
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When: Saturday, September 4, from 8:00 AMï5:00 PM 
 
You can learn more about this event here. 
 
 
 

Tours of Davis Mansion 

The Davis Mansion is open again for tours! If youôd like to visit, just make your reservation 
ahead of time. The tour includes stories about the lives of former Governor Westmoreland 
Davis and his wife, Marguerite, as well as access to the Winmill Carriage Museum and the 
Museum of Hounds & Hunting. 
 
Private 45-minute Group Tours: Fridays, scheduled in advance. The private tour is $40 
per group of up to 6 visitors, with discounts available to Morven Park members. 
 
You can learn more about this recurring event here. 
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UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 

 

  

Save the Dates 

Check the Project Websites Below  
for Updates 

 
 

Philomont Fire & Rescue Station 

Public Information Meeting will be held 

on Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 6:00 pm  
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The Route 15 North Widening Project 
 

Summary of the Project 
The Route 15 North Widening project involves expanding Route 15 from two to four lanes 
between Battlefield Parkway and Montresor Road. This will involve a slew of road design, 
land acquisition, and construction tasks, all while following the Journey Through Hallowed 
Ground guidelines wherever possible. 
 
The widening project will include: 
 

¶ A signalized Continuous Green "T" (CGT) intersection at North King Street 
to allow through traffic to continue north on Route 15 without stopping, 

¶ An updated signalized intersection at Whites Ferry Road, 
¶ A two-lane hybrid roundabout at Montresor Road, 
¶ A realigned section of Limestone School Road to connect with the 

Montresor Road roundabout, 
¶ A shared use path on the west side of Route 15 from Tuscarora High 

School to Montresor Road, and  
¶ A shared use path along the entire length of Whites Ferry Road. 

 
 

Latest Updates 
From now through the end of October, Loudoun County will be periodically closing one 
lane along Route 15 between Battlefield Parkway and Montresor Road. When driving in 
this area, youôll see road signs that will let you know which lane is closed that day. 
 
The county is doing this in order to conduct soil testing on this segment of Route 15. That 
testing will help us move forward on the capital project to widen Route 15 to four lanes. 
 
No further update on the 60% design plans since last time. Loudoun County submitted its 
60% design plans to the Building & Development and to VDOT on June 23, and right-of-
way (ROW) acquisition is expected to begin in summer 2022.  
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The Route 9 Safety & Operational Study 
 

The Route 9 Safety and Operational Study (SOS) is reviewing Route 9 from the West 
Virginia border to Route 7 to identify safety and traffic operational issues along the 
corridor. As with the Route 15 South Safety and Operations Study, public and focus group 
meeting will be held. 
 
 

Ongoing Evaluation 
No change since the last update. Work is still underway to evaluate existing conditions 
along Route 9, including roadway and intersection safety, roadway design and traffic. 
 
 

Next Focus Group Meeting on September 22 
The next focus group meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, September 22, from 
6:00 - 7:30 PM. This focus group meeting will be held online via WebEx. Here is a link 
with more details, including the WebEx login information. 
 
The first Route 9 focus group meeting was held on February 13, 2020. More meetings 
were held virtually on July 16 and September 30. There will be up to five such meetings 
throughout this study, which will wrap up in the summer of 2021. These focus group 
meetings are intended to allow discussion with property owners whose use or activity 
generates significant traffic, business owners, and representatives of civic organizations 
located in the area. 
 
You can check the project website for further information. Please feel free to email me 
with your thoughts about the project. 
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The Route 15 Safety & Operational Study 
 

The purpose of the Route 15 South Safety and Operational Study (SOS) is to identify 
safety and traffic operational issues along the corridor. The goal of the proposed 
improvements is to ensure that this segment of Route 15 continues to carry local and 
commuter traffic safely and efficiently while still preserving the unique context of the 
historical roadway. 
 
From October 2020 - January 2021, the study team worked on preliminary concept 
designs, which incorporated feedback that the focus group offered at the October 1 
meeting. Now the team has made enough progress on those preliminary draft alternatives 
to start collecting more feedback. 
 
The September 1 focus group meeting reviewed the proposals for the six segments of the 
corridor. You can review the proposed concepts here. Segment D, Segment E, and 
Segment F are located in the Catoctin District. Segment A, Segment B, and Segment C 
are located in the Blue Ridge District. 

 

Next steps include VDOT feedback, project cost estimates, revisions and submission of 
the final report. The whole study is expected to wrap up this summer. The proposal is 
expected to come to the Board in December. 
 
The project website includes all the documents from the focus group and public input 
meetings. Please take a look at it for further information, and feel free to email me with 
your thoughts about the project. 

 

 

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yyNietbTpZGe_rbxtCOXQ9Q1NHioiwFNR2d-46bD0GHdeC4qBAZOKhtHLaw15yfUuTp6MGLXSJEH1wEOjoLC8E0dKfmB8wrT39LGO3pZeXl4I2Y5Usd3pohTYRDh5O62RjQKeUZgsjeArnNrc6LhkGpagJz8ZMpCIZIzjxoNUfeV1Ts_sFIImoHAe0HCherorRuRjxOB6KyvJlF7JGCScU9xaQZGAme-lKDj9eEXEIfN9KKADf85LixW87teOQfu8ymcEZ2667se9oSxrC-1FI5n8pWtYQTMWaZoShlWv6Xhev_GOiPkvENCoEXQcN_uXhnWR6yP8UA=&c=G_OGcvAncHKhaRjPsszpGnQIl4wCIKhm_I4NNy8_0OgUoS9gb4ss2Q==&ch=1p9fpBmEVosAOOlUUtlqkfHHlEIWzV_YT1kEZJLV8GS8fe-opeunKw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!hCWdZKEdeNhIKftgulX3PGFJWf7_U2PfqvDC9GLxMnzePB-Tut1r-IAEhzwyRHQOlWbTo_hu$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yyNietbTpZGe_rbxtCOXQ9Q1NHioiwFNR2d-46bD0GHdeC4qBAZOKtSZ50dfy5d2hFIeLINO_x5n9ckixKGzjyF4tiNstSgf0Kfw0-EGpYEoRGjqYQxK7nI7As42dim-iS1kdW93WPRbEx1vanWx49YwA9QRAKgVC6IZdPmILkMjH6XfeUZ32DOfrBNQQadPdEX9unAnCepCl9kG3N4CwhTgGEbNEs9_Rcc6L1ZdgwIHPA5U_orYEZClmfpevI1Uk4tDNkb3zh6WNp_YcwHBTOm4cZCpAw8DINTjEyWN8uB9KGCRYubzQ3PmnGaTekfH9xbq8Ll950qv1xKEUZYnGw==&c=G_OGcvAncHKhaRjPsszpGnQIl4wCIKhm_I4NNy8_0OgUoS9gb4ss2Q==&ch=1p9fpBmEVosAOOlUUtlqkfHHlEIWzV_YT1kEZJLV8GS8fe-opeunKw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!hCWdZKEdeNhIKftgulX3PGFJWf7_U2PfqvDC9GLxMnzePB-Tut1r-IAEhzwyRHQOlWvhK_Uy$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yyNietbTpZGe_rbxtCOXQ9Q1NHioiwFNR2d-46bD0GHdeC4qBAZOKg4M1QZyU-92iMzZvHSgXLIm2V7zdS43FCpDjyrMpfs2Qt9S64_hBycPFaYKgRWH3iY99pESXw0NTuLX3CXfdnnOKAtvF9jCHVSK-cRCDiwf&c=G_OGcvAncHKhaRjPsszpGnQIl4wCIKhm_I4NNy8_0OgUoS9gb4ss2Q==&ch=1p9fpBmEVosAOOlUUtlqkfHHlEIWzV_YT1kEZJLV8GS8fe-opeunKw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!hCWdZKEdeNhIKftgulX3PGFJWf7_U2PfqvDC9GLxMnzePB-Tut1r-IAEhzwyRHQOlc2u6ezd$
mailto:caleb.kershner@loudoun.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yyNietbTpZGe_rbxtCOXQ9Q1NHioiwFNR2d-46bD0GHdeC4qBAZOKg4M1QZyU-92iMzZvHSgXLIm2V7zdS43FCpDjyrMpfs2Qt9S64_hBycPFaYKgRWH3iY99pESXw0NTuLX3CXfdnnOKAtvF9jCHVSK-cRCDiwf&c=G_OGcvAncHKhaRjPsszpGnQIl4wCIKhm_I4NNy8_0OgUoS9gb4ss2Q==&ch=1p9fpBmEVosAOOlUUtlqkfHHlEIWzV_YT1kEZJLV8GS8fe-opeunKw==__;!!IvMiCv_-VA!hCWdZKEdeNhIKftgulX3PGFJWf7_U2PfqvDC9GLxMnzePB-Tut1r-IAEhzwyRHQOlc2u6ezd$


  

 

  

A special thank you to our focus group members for the time and input you dedicated to 
this project. To DTCI staff and the project consultant, we are extremely thankful for all the 
good work you pulled together for this successful project! 

 

 

  

See Project Website  

  

 

 

  

OTHER KEY ROAD PROJECTS 
 

The latest on County and VDOT projects that impact Catoctin District residents 
 

 

  

Crosstrail Boulevard - Segment B 

 

Summary of the Project 
The design and construction from Kincaid Boulevard to Russell Branch Parkway. A 
contract award for construction of this proffer item was approved at the Board Business 
Meeting on December 3, 2019. 
 
 

Latest Update 
No change since last time. Concrete deck pours for the bridges over Tuscarora Creek and 
the W&OD should still be finished by September, weather permitting. Work on shared use 
paths and the roadway between Kincaid Boulevard and the W&OD will include asphalt 
placement and handrail installation.  
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Crosstrail Boulevard - Segment C 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project provides for the planning, design, ROW acquisition, and the construction of a 
four lane median divided road as a Major Collector between Sycolin Road and the Dulles 
Greenway on a 120 ft. wide ROW. The project also includes shared use paths on both 
sides of Crosstrail Boulevard and a bridge over Sycolin Creek. 
 
 

Latest Update 
This Quarter: The design consultant, Dewberry, conducted project survey and field 
investigations. 
 
Next Quarter: Survey and field investigations will continue and concept design will be 
initiated. 

 

  

  

Evergreen Mill Road Widening ï Town of 
Leesburg 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project adds two lanes to the two existing lanes on Evergreen Mill Road from South 
King Street to the eastern entrance of Heritage High School. This project is managed by 
the Town of Leesburg. 
 
 

Latest Update 
This project is managed by the Town of Leesburg. 
 
This Quarter: The 30% Preliminary Design Plans were reviewed by the Town, VDOT and 
Loudoun County and a meeting was held to discuss the closing of scoping. VDOT 
suggested revising the design schedule to take into account the need for additional 
surveys, VDOT approval for land acquisition, and beginning of utility relocation. As a 
result, the completion of the design phase has been delayed from fall 2022 to summer 
2023. 
 
The 30% Preliminary Design Plans were presented at a Neighborhood Meeting on April 
14, and property owners have been notified about additional surveying that is needed for 
the alignment shown on the proposed plans. Test hole work has begun to locate utilities. 
Work has also started on pavement and storm pond borings (which can sometimes be 
quite interesting), and field visits for the environmental evaluations needed to complete the 
60% plans are underway. 
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Next Quarter: Additional surveying, geotechnical investigations, and environmental field 
visits will be completed in order to prepare and submit the 60% design plans in fall 2021. 

 

  

  

Route 7 Improvements, Phase 3 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project provides for the planning, design, Right-of-Way acquisition, and construction 
to widen Route 7 eastbound from two lanes to three lanes between Route 9 and the 
Dulles Greenway (267), and Westbound from two lanes to three lanes from South King 
Street to West Market Street. It includes reconstructing/widening the following bridges: 
West Market Street over Route 7, Dry Mill Road over West Market Street, Children's 
Center Road over Route 7, W&OD Trail over Route 7, and Route 7 over Route 15. 
 
DTCI will work with VDOT to develop a project agreement, where VDOT will administer a 
project to lengthen the acceleration lane on westbound Route 7 east of the Route 9 
interchange. Concurrently, Loudoun County will perform investigations and develop a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document for the Route 7 widening planned 
between Route 9 and the Dulles Greenway. 
 
 

Latest Update 
This Quarter: DTCI contacted one of the County's task order roadway design consultants 
to develop a proposal for performing the NEPA work. 
 
Next Quarter: The consultant proposal will be processed and project agreement 
coordination will begin with VDOT. 

 

  

  

Town of Hamilton Pedestrian Improvements 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project provides drainage improvements and repair to the existing pedestrian 
sidewalks along Route 7 ï Colonial Highway adjacent to the Townôs western limits. 
 
 

Latest Update 
This project is being managed by the Town of Hamilton. 
 
This Quarter: Work has started on erosion control activities, installing pipes, curb, and 
gutter, and other construction tasks. 
 
Next Quarter: The construction work will continue, and it is expected to be completed by 
the end of the summer. 

 



  

  

Route 7 & Route 287 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project provides for the planning, design, and construction of improvements for the 
Route 7 and Berlin Turnpike (Route 287) interchange. The project is funded using local 
tax funding and VDOT Smart Scale funding. 
 
 

Latest Update 
This Quarter: The design consultant, Volkert, and DTCI staff met with VDOT on April 16, 
to review comments to the Interchange Modification Report (IMR). The IMR is being 
updated based on VDOT's comments. To be consistent with the Town of Purcellville's 
transportation plan, a trail along the west side of Route 287 between the eastbound Route 
7 exit ramp and East Gate Drive is being added to the project scope. The NEPA document 
is also be updated to incorporate the trail. 
 
Next Quarter: The updated IMR and NEPA document will be submitted to VDOT and a 
public information meeting will be scheduled. 

 

  

  

Route 7 & Route 690 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project funds the design, right-of-way acquisition and construction of an interchange 
at Route 7 and Route 690 in Purcellville. 
 
 

Latest Update 
No change since last time. Staff submitted a limited access control change along Route 7 
to VDOT for review, and DTCIôs design consultant will continue preparing the design plans 
and plats and coordinating with utility providers.  
 
Plats denoting the proposed easements and right-of-way dedication have been submitted 
to Loudoun County and to the Town of Purcellville. The land acquisition process should 
wrap up by summer 2022, and is about 15% complete so far. 
 
The revised Environmental Assessment has been approved by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and by VDOT. In fall 2022, based on the appropriation timing, 
VDOT Smart Scale funding for the project and utility relocation should begin. 
 
Looking a bit further down the road (sorry, couldnôt help myself), construction on this 
proposed interchange is expected to start in 2023 and will take 36ï48 months to 
complete.  
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John G. Lewis Memorial (Featherbed Lane) 
Bridge over Catoctin Creek 

 

Summary of the Project 
The purpose of this project is to develop conceptual bridge alternatives to address the 
existing historic truss bridge. VDOT presented three options to the State Department of 
Historic Resources. The DHS chose option 2A: building a new structure from the deck 
down, allowing the trusses to remain as ornamental. 
 
John G. Lewis Memorial Bridge (Route 673 - Featherbed Lane) over Catoctin Creek is a 
single span steel pin connected Pratt through truss with a timber deck and asphalt 
overlay, supported on stringers and floor beams. The bridge was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places on June 25, 1974. It is 157 feet long, has an overall width of 
about 14 feet and clear roadway width of 11.16 feet. It carries one alternating traffic lane. 
The bridge was originally erected in 1889 on the Leesburg & Alexandria Turnpike (Route 
7) over Goose Creek, to replace a bridge destroyed by flooding. In 1932 the bridge was 
dismantled and moved to its current location. The bridge was posted 15 tons in 2004 and 
reduced to 3 tons in 2013 due to insufficient capacity. The existing bridge has an average 
traffic count of 57 vehicles per day with daily truck traffic less than 3 trucks. 
 
 

Latest Update 
No change since last time. VDOT estimates that this project will be completed by 
November 2021. 

 

  

  

Route 7 & Battlefield Parkway 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project will replace the traffic signal at Route 7 (East Market Street) and Battlefield 
Parkway with a grade-separated interchange, and remove or modify the signalized 
intersection at Route 7 and Cardinal Park Drive to reduce congestion and improve traffic 
operations. Other improvements include accommodations for cyclists and pedestrians, 
and new interchange lighting. The Town of Leesburg has executed an agreement with 
VDOT to administer this project on the Town's behalf. The Town has also executed a 
reimbursement agreement with NVTA. 
 
 

Latest Update 
Cardinal Park is currently closed at Route 7 and will stay closed until Friday, September 3, 
at 5:00 AM. Traffic is being detoured via Route 7, Battlefield Parkway and Trailview 
Boulevard back to Cardinal Park Drive. 
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At this point, the Route 7/Battlefield Parkway interchange is open to traffic and the traffic 
signal at the Route 7/Cardinal Park Drive intersection has been removed, with Cardinal 
Park Drive permanently right-in/right-out only at Route 7.  
 
There is still some final work to do on this project. VDOT expects that work will be finished 
in fall 2021. 

 

  

  

Route 9 & Route 287 Roundabout 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project includes design and construction of a roundabout at the intersection of 
Charles Town Pike (Route 9) and Berlin Turnpike (Route 287). 
 
 

Latest Update 
Plats were submitted to B&D for the second submission in June 2021. Plans and 
estimates have been received from utility providers for relocations. 
 
Utility coordination will continue and preparations will be made for right-of-way (ROW) 
acquisition. The design phase completion was extended to summer 2021, which gave 
more time to receive VDOT's 100% plan drainage comments and to change County utility 
easements to VDOT utility easements on the plans and plats. 

 

  

  

Route 15 - Route 15 Interchange at Edwards 
Ferry/Fort Evans Road 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project includes the design and construction of grade separated interchanges at 
Route 15/Edwards Ferry Road and Route 15/Fort Evans Road. 
 
 

Latest Update 

No change since last time. The consultant is still investigating potential ways to phase this 
project. 

 

  

  

Town of Lovettsville Broadway Streetscape, 
Phase 2A 
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Summary of the Project 
This project provides for the design, ROW, and construction of sidewalk improvements 
along Broadway Street from Park Place to Light Street. This project is managed by the 
Town of Lovettsville. 
 
 

Latest Update 
This project is managed by the Town of Lovettsville. 
 
This Quarter: A virtual public hearing was held on April 15, 2021; comments received 
from this meeting are being incorporated into the project. The design engineer also 
coordinated with VDOT for review comments received on Design Waiver Request.. 
 
Next Quarter: The design work will continue to incorporate comments from public 
meeting and VDOT's review comments, and the design engineer will coordinate with utility 
companies on conflicts from proposed design layout. 

 

  

  

Town of Lovettsville, Church Street & 
Pennsylvania Avenue Sidewalk Improvements 

 

Summary of the Project 
This project provides for improvements to the sidewalk at South Church Street and East 
Pennsylvania Avenue. In addition to sidewalks, improvements include roadway widening, 
storm water management, and street lights. 
 
 

Latest Update 
This project is managed by the Town of Lovettsville. 
 
This Quarter: A virtual public hearing was held on April 15, 2021; comments received 
from this meeting are being incorporated. The design engineer also coordinated with 
VDOT for review comments received on Design Waiver Request. 
 
Next Quarter: The design work will continue to incorporate comments from public 
meeting and VDOT's review comments, and the design engineer will coordinate with utility 
companies on conflicts from proposed design layout. 

 

 

  

ROAD RESOURCES 
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Loudoun's Capital Improvement 
Projects (CIP) 

Use the county's interactive map to 
track capital improvement projects in 
Loudoun. It will show you active 
projects (currently funded) and planned 
projects (part of a later budget plan). 
 
View the map 

  

 

  

  

VDOT's Road Paving Projects 

Use VDOT's interactive map to track 
the status of all road paving projects in 
Loudoun. The map includes roads that 
are getting all types of treatments, 
including plant mix, latex, and slurry. 
 
View the map 

 

 

  

 

 

  

BUSINESS RESOURCES 
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